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BSNL to launch M-Banking services on 

USSD (*99#), accessible without Internet 

 

BSNL, in association with National Payment Corporation of 

India (NPCI) is going to launch M-Banking services on USSD for all customers across the 

country.  Customer can use this M-Banking service on USSD, without having GPRS or Internet 

on their GSM mobile handset.  They just need to dial USSD code *99# from their GSM mobile 

phone, this service would not be available to CDMA phone users.  As per latest RBI guidelines, 

customers are allowed to transact up to Rs 5000 on daily basis. 

NPCI provides mobile banking services to banks through its common application platform 

National Unified USSD Platform (“NUUP”) for aggregation of mobile banking transactions. 

NUUP connects Banks and Telecom Service Provider (TSPs), through which an interested 

Banks can provide’ mobile banking services on USSD, to their customers within any mobile 

operator’s network. NPCI acts as an aggregation platform provider for bringing the Banks and 

TSPs together for the provisioning of Mobile Banking Services as specifically described in the 

TRAI directions and regulations. 

Mobile phone subscriber, here BSNL subscribers would be able to access mobile banking 

services as specifically mentioned below. 

 Cash deposit. 

 Cash withdrawal 

 View account services (balance enquiry and mini statement – last 5 transactions) 

http://www.bsnltnj.tk/


 Transfer of funds from a Mobile linked bank account as per RBI’s guidelines for mobile 

banking and through an appropriate RBI-approved settlement system. 

 Administrative transactions (For e.g. register mobile, request MMID, EBT mapper status, 

change pin, generate OTP) 
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Reliance Jio, BSNL Sign Tower Sharing Deal  

 



Reliance Jio Infocomm (RJIL) has signed a deal with state-owned telecom firm BSNL for 

leasing around 4,000 mobile towers. 

As per the deal, BSNL will be offering a base rate of Rs. 38,000 per month for ground based 

towers (GBT) and Rs. 24,900 per month for rooftop based towers (RBT). BSNL however, will 

offer discounted rates if Reliance Jio commits leasing of at least 1,500 towers in the first year. 

"The rent for ground towers will be Rs. 35,000 per month and Rs. 21,000 per month for rooftop 

towers if Reliance Jio commits leasing of 1,500 towers in first year," BSNL Director (Consumer 

Mobility) Anupam Shrivastava told PTI. He added there is also a provision of 5 per cent discount 

if RJIL commits leasing of at least 1,000 towers within three months. 

When contacted, no response was received from RJIL on the deal. Reliance Jio already has an 

agreement with Bharti Airtel, Reliance Communications, Viom Network, American Tower 

Company and Ascend Telecom Infrastructure to utilise their infrastructure. 

The company holds pan-India broadband wireless access spectrum that can be used for 4G 

services. Besides, it won radiowaves in the 1800 Mhz band, widely known as 2G spectrum, 

which is also being used for 4G services worldwide. 



RJIL is the first telecom operator in the country to get a unified licence for all 22 service areas in 

India. The unified licence, which it received in October, will 

allow RJIL to offer all telecom services, including voice 

telephony. 
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Government to spend Rs 20000 crore for mobile connectivity 

in villages 

 

The government will spend Rs. 20,000 crore to provide the mobile connectivity in 55,000 

villages, which are still untouched by wireless telephony, in the next five years, telecom 

secretary Rakesh Garg said on Tuesday, reported PTI. 

Speaking at the first meeting of the Centre and states to deliberate on various initiatives 

under the Digital India programme, Garg said in the first three years the government will 

provide mobile connectivity to half of these villages. "It is very important to provide mobile 

connectivity in all the villages. We will connect up to 55,000 villages, which do not have 

such a service in the next 5 years and Rs. 20,000 crore has been earmarked for this," he 

said. 

Garg added that according to various estimates, the number of villages that do not have 

mobile coverage range between 42,000 to 55,000. In 2012, minister of state for 

communications and IT Milind Deora had told Rajya Sabha that about 57,271 villages in 

the country are yet to be connected with mobile services, as per the survey carried out by 

TERM cells of the department of telecommunications. 

"We will connect half of these villages in the next 3 years and the remaining in two years. 

For this purpose the country has been divided into 5 areas and survey of villages is being 

done to build towers," he said. 

The secretary said survey work has been done in North Eastern states and is continuing in 

the Himalayan states, which will be followed by Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and others. 

The amount of Rs. 20,000 crore will come through the Universal Services Obligation Fund 

(USOF), Garg added. 

Under the Digital India programme, the government will initially spend Rs. 69,524 crore on 

various IT and telecom projects.  
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