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BSNL introduces Prepaid Data STV 68

	


Telecom PSU BSNL has launched a new prepaid data STV for its customers across all circles. The price of the data STV  is Rs 68 inclusive of taxes and it will offer 1 GB free data. The validity of the free data is 10 days and data charge after free data usage is 2p/10KB. Data STV 68 will be available from 1st April 2015 across all BSNL circles for a promotional period of 60 days.
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@@@@@@

BSNL Lifetime Plan With Auto Validity Extension – Launched

Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited has announced the introduction of new Prepaid Plan for mobile users as Lifetime Plan at lowest plan charges of Rs.8 with minute pulse rate, never offered as of now for BSNL users with auto-matic validity extension after the expiry of mobile plan.

This new BSNL Lifetime Plan allows initial plan validity of 180days, by extending the validity automatically after expiry, by allowing per minute calling tariff for all local calls at Rs.1 and all STD calls at Rs.1.5 with applicability of same rates for SMS also, along with incoming call charges at Rs.0.75/minute during Roaming across India.

These new Prepaid BSNL Mobile Plan shall be applicable only for new subscription, where migration to this plan is not allowed from any other plan, but the users will be allowed to use any kind of Voice, SMS and Mobile Data Special Tariff Vouchers to reduce the mobile rates upto 90% from base tariff.

If the customer do not use any type of STVs for mobile data, users will continue to charge at 0.02/10KB, which is also the lowest tariff for mobile data in the present market, where all the other charges in this new Lifetime Plan will be as per BSNL Per Minute Plan as follows.




The customers who did not get their validity extended before Grace Period-I (15 days from expiry) or they have balance less than Plan voucher amount and are due for entering into Grace Period-II(165 days from GP-1) after expiry of GP-I, should be reminded again to extend their plan validity on 10th  and 11th day of GP-I through SMS or IVRS or customer care etc.

For GP-I customers not having sufficient balance (i.e., balance less than Plan voucher amount) in their prepaid account and in the absence of a response or inaction by the customer, the plan validity of the customer may be extended on the last day of GP-I state after deduction of the plan voucher amount of the Plan of Rs. 8 from the account balance and intimated accordingly.

This newly introduced  BSNL Lifetime Plan with auto validity extension will be available as a regular prepaid mobile plan in all BSNL circles across India with effect from 25th March 2015. So mobile users its the time to walk into BSNL store to get a new BSNL Mobile Connectionwith lowest plan voucher amount and enable to keep alive your mobile number just by spending Rs.8 for half a year.
@@@@@@@@@@
BSNL to launch 1GB data STV having validity of 10 days @Rs 68
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL), is all set to launch a new data STV (Special Tariff Voucher) for its prepaid mobile subscribers on PAN India basis. The new data STV is priced at Rs 68 offering 1GB free 3G data usage but it has only validity of 10 days.


 BSNL is launching this data STV for a promotional basis for 60 days starting from 1 April-2015.

This data STV is offering a good volume of free data but beyond this free data limit of 1GB, if prepaid customer continues to use data further without recharging any other data STV, the additional data will be charged at the rate of 2p/10KB. This rate for additional data is cheaper as compared to other mobile operators. It looks a meager rate but if you calculate for 500MB, you have to shell out a big amount of Rs 1000 so it is better to load a data STV as soon as possible.
@@@@@@@@@@

BSNL introduces two new vouchers at Rs 8 and Rs 58 for GSM prepaid customers
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State owned BSNL today introduced two new vouchers for its prepaid GSM customer spread through the country.

The first one is plan voucher having validity of 180 days and is priced at Rs 8 only. With this plan voucher, the prepaid customer will be charged local calls @Rs1/min and STD calls @Rs 1.5/min, other feature of plan voucher is shown in below picture. This plan voucher will be available from 25 March, 2015

The second voucher is the combo voucher with MRP of Rs 58, the feature of this combo voucher is that it offers full talk time of Rs 58 with additional free talk time of 5 minutes every night between 11:00 PM to 6:00 AM, you may utilize this free 5 minutes for making call to any-net .

This voucher has validity of 10 days only and is meant for south zone telecom circles and is valid for 90 days as promotional offer. The details are shown in below
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MRP of Plan voucher (in Rs. Inclusive of Service Tax) 8
Validity (in days) 180
Voice Tariff(Home LSA and National Roaming):-

Local (in Rs./Min.) 1
STD (in Rs./Min.) 1.5
SMS local (in Rs./SMS) 1
SMS national (in Rs./SMS) 1.5
1/C voice call in roaming (in Rs.Min.) 0.75
Data rate (in Rs./10KB) 0.02

Migration to this plan is not allowed.
‘Al other charges as per "Per minute” plan

New Combo Voucher for prepaid customers

Denomination
Validity of talk

(in Rs. Inclusive of Details of Combo voucher
value/voucher (in days)

Service Tax)

. Talk value : Rs.58, 5 minutes free night any- 50
net calling (i.e. from 11:00PM to 6:00am)





@@@@@@

Now you don’t need BlueStacks to use Whatsapp on your laptop or PC, you can use it directly on your laptop in all popular internet browsers, Internet Explorer, Firefox, Chrome and Opera.  But only Android, BlackBerry, Nokia and Windows phones users can experience Whatsapp on their laptop/PC. Users of Apple gadgets of any type (iPhones, iPod and iPad) can not use Whatsapp on their laptop/PC.

To use Whatsapp on your laptop, just follow following steps.

Step 1. Open your favorite browser out of any four as mentioned above and open sitehttps://web.whatsapp.com, you will see a QR code on your laptop/PC screen but don’t worry, it is not necessary to have QR reader installed on your

Experience WhatsApp on your Laptop or PC
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smartphone. 
Step 2. Now launch WhatsApp on your smartphone and open its setting and then chooseWhatsapp Web, tap it. A QR reader will then open on your smartphone as shown



below. 

Step 3. Now point your smartphone in this condition  at your laptop screen to read the QR code flashing there. It will automatically logged into WhatsApp web and you will see Whatsapp screen as shown below.
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Step 4. Similar to smartphone, you can chat with any contact, just click any one of your contact or new message and type message in the message box on the bottom.

Step 5. Within a conversation, the interface matches with that of the smartphone but you may not be able to use few option like “Message info”, if you are a  Group admn, you arenot allowed to add members from your laptop. You may also not able to forward Photos or Videos from one chat to another.

Step 6. Once you have used Whatsapp on your laptop, it has default setting of keeping logged in unless you logout. You can manage, from your smartphone, logging out from all Laptop/Computer. You just need to tap Whatsapp web and then “logout from all computers”

Messages on your laptop instantly synched with your smartphone but you will note that photos or videos are downloaded on your laptop only. If you need Photos or Videos on your smartphone too then you have to download there also.

Chatting with Laptop keyboard is very easy as compared to smartphone’s keypad so you may chat longer and more faster so data usage may increase hence it is better if you switch your smartphone on Wi-Fi.

@@@@@@

BSNL introduces new rate cutter STV at Rs 88 and Rs 54
Base rate for a BSNL customer opting “per minutes” plan is  Rs1/min for all types of calls and those who have opted “per second” plan, they are being charged @1.8p/sec for all types of calls but now they can save some money.

BSNL today announced launch of two new STVs at Rs 88 and Rs 54 for reducing call rates of all types and these STVs will be available from 16-3-2015 throughout the country with a slight price range difference of +/- Rs 1.
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S.No. MRP of STV STV details Validity
(in Rs. Inclusive of Service Tax) \ (in Days)
1 88 all voice call (Local/STD/On-net/Off-net) in 90
home LSA @50paisa/min or 0.8paisa/second
2 54(For all Zones Except S2); all voice call (Local/STD/On-net/Off-net) in 45
51 (for SZ only) home LSA @50paisa/min or 0.8paisa/second

3. The above tariff will be applicable with effect from 16.03.2015 on regular basis.




The STV 88 will let you to make all types of calls i.e. local/STD/On-net/Off-net at the rate of 50p/min if you are under “per minute” plan and at the rate of 0.8p/sec if your base plan is “per second” plan. The validity is 90 days

Another STV has similar feature as STV 88 has but it has validity of 45 days only and it will cost Rs 51 in south zones circles and Rs 54 in all other zones of country.

It may be noted that these reduced call rates are being enjoyed by new prepaid customers and if they want to continue to avail same reduced call rates, they need to load these STVs. Existing prepaid customers may also load these STVs

If we compare these STVs with F&F STV of Rs 97 which also comes with validity of 90 days and offers free talk time of 60 minute for making all types of  voice call with 30 days validity and it also offer reduced call charges to five friends and family local numberswhile in Home LSA . On-net@ 20p/Min and Off-net @40p/Min.

Which one is better STV 88 or STV 97 ?
@@@@@@
Interview With BSNL CMD Anupam Shrivastava
“BSNL is executing projects worth Rs 25,000 crore in the next 2-3 years and will be profitable by FY18-19″ – Anupam Shrivastava, CMD, BSNL
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Anupam Shrivastava, CMD, BSNL

In a no holds barred discussion with TeleAnalysis, Anupam Shrivastava, the newly appointed CMD of the telecom behemoth BSNL, talks about the various steps the state run telco is taking under his leadership to turn around things. Brimming with optimism, he says the company can be back to its glorious days and be profitable by 2018-19. Excerpts :
 

 

 

 

Q. BSNL is very active in government projects. What is the status of projects like NOFN, NFS (network for spectrum), LWE (left wing extremists) and North East?
BSNL is executing projects worth Rs 25,000 crore ($4 billion) in the next 2-3 years. The projects which BSNL is executing include: NFS for Defence; NOFN for BBNL; LWE for left wing extremists states and North East project for improving connectivity in North East. All these projects are under implementation except North East project where BSNL is planning to float EoI (expression of interest) by next month.

Q.What is BSNL’s mobile expansion plan for Phase 7 and Phase 8?
In Phase 7, BSNL is investing Rs 4,804 crore for creating 15 million additional mobile capacity. The capacity addition will take care for both 2G and 3G. In Phase 7, BSNL is building 27,000 towers of which 15,000 will be for 2G and 12,000 for 3G. Presently, BSNL has around 97,000 towers.

BSNL has till date completed 60 percent of Phase 7 expansion and the project is planned to be completed by June, 2015. Phase 7 will help in plugging the gap of 2G, removing blind spots in mobile network and increasing data capacity by 30-40 times.

On the mobile infrastructure, we are working on Phase 8 strategy. Phase 8 will have four parts. First part will focus on Wi-Fi integration. Second will help in increasing data carrying capacity. Third will focus on intra-circle roaming which will help in sharing of 2G and 3G network with other mobile operators in the country and fourth part will focus on classical expansion of 2G and 3G network in BSNL.

Q. What are you doing to enhance customer support services for BSNL customer?
We have around 18 call centers in 20 circles for mobile services. We are also planning call center for CFA department which will focus on customer complaint, customer feedback, VAS and enhancing reach to BSNL consumers.

We are planning enhanced CDR billing which will take care of fixed line, mobile and also leased line.

We are planning converged billing so that we can offer single bill to our consumer for all types of services. With converged billing, we can offer multiple tariff packages offering different services to our enterprise and retail customers. We can come up with different schemes targeting those customers depending upon their usage pattern. We will very soon come up with converged billing RFP on a revenue sharing model.

Q. BSNL is focusing a lot on Wi-Fi hotspots. How will this help BSNL in the long run?
BSNL has lots of copper cable and optical fiber cable which we want to exploit for data services. We want to utilize Wi-Fi hotspots and integrate it with 3G services for increased reach to mobile consumers. We are focusing on data in a big way such that it is a game changer for telecom industry. In future, if we play our cards well we would be successful in data services.

BSNL is planning 2,500 Wi-Fi hotspots in the next 2-3 years. For Wi-Fi, we have tied up with Quadgen Wireless for South and West on revenue sharing basis. We will very soon float tender to provide Wi-Fi coverage for North and West regions.

Q. What’s the update on tower leasing and land bank?
Tower leasing proposal has gone to the ministry for its consideration. The proposal focuses on creating a separate business unit, creating a separate subsidiary company within BSNL which is fully owned by BSNL and creating a joint venture.

On the land bank front, eight proposals have been sent to the ministry for building housing complex, IT park and commercial building. For both the proposals, we are awaiting the ministry’s approval.

Q. What is the expected revenue for BSNL in FY 2014-15? When are you planning to be profitable?
BSNL revenue should cross Rs 29,000 crore in FY 2014-15 with a growth of 4-5 percent. In FY 2014-15, we would be operational profit or EBITDA comfortable. We plan to be profitable by FY 2018-19.

@@@@@@@@@

Telecom tariffs in India lowest in world: Ravi Shankar Prasad
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NEW DELHI: Telecom tariffs in India are one of the cheapest in the world and the subscribers here pay less than users in the United States and Australia, Parliament was informed today.

Indian subscribers pay lower rates for calls made to other networks compared to users in Sri Lanka, Pakistan, China, Australia and the US, the Minister said in a written reply to the Lok Sabha.
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"As per the ITU World Telecommunications/ ICT indicators 2013, telecom tariffs in India are one of the lowest in the world," he added.

However, a comparative chart showed that an Indian pre-paid customer pays peak rate of USD 0.015 for a minute-long call to subscriber of same service provider, while the same in Sri Lanka is USD 0.009 a minute.

More than 90 per cent of the over 94 crore mobile subscribers in India are pre-paid users.

"Tariffs are offered by service providers taking into account several factors including inputs costs, level of competition and other commercial considerations," Prasad said.

@@@@@@@@@

Airtel becomes India’s largest broadband service provider with 19.19 million subscribers pushing BSNL to the second place with 18.90 million

HomeBroadband in IndiaAirtel becomes India’s largest broadband service provider with 19.19 million subscribers pushing BSNL to the second place with 18.90 million
As per the latest data released by TRAI, Airtel has become India largest broadband service provider. Airtel is also the largest mobile operator in the country.
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Airtel now has 19.19 million broadband subscribers pushing BSNL to the second place with 18.90 million users. Vodafone is at third spot with 16.65 million users. Idea Cellular and Reliance Communications secured 4th and 5th position with 12.95 million and 7.11 million user base. At the end of December 2014, India had 85.74 million broadband users, out of which 70.42 million are on wireless broadband and rest 15.32 million on wired broadband.

BSNL had held the top position in the broadband segment for nearly a decade on the back of its pan-India wired broadband service. Due to a recent surge in mobile data usage both Airtel and Vodafone along with Idea saw massive growth in 3G data service over the year. This has helped Airtel take no: 1 spot in the broadband market in the country.

Also read : Airtel to be largest Broadband provider, Vodafone registers 200% growth over the year
Incumbent operators are pushing for 3G service by hiking 2G data rates. This has now translated into massive growth in 3G user base with both Vodafone and Airtel adding about 1 million users in the month of December. This trend is likely to continue over the year with more and more users choosing 3G over traditional 2G data service. With the entry of Reliance Jio with 4G broadband service this year, wireless broadband space will witness more competition and exponential growth.

Do let us known by comments your thoughts on Airtel taking first spot in the broadband segment from BSNL.

@@@@@@@@2

BSNL Eyes Rs 29,000 Cr Revenue This Year
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State run telecom firm BSNL is expected to garner revenue of Rs 29,000 crore in FY 2014-15. The company also believes that it can manage a growth rate of 4 to 5 percent by the end of this fiscal year, its CMD said.

“At a growth rate of 4 % to 5%, we hope to cross Rs 29,000 crore this year,” BSNL CMD Anupam Shrivastava told TeleAnalysis.
The company has been going through a rough phase in the last few years and had reported loss in the last five fiscals in a row. However, the PSU expects to become EBIDTA positive this year.

“In FY 2014-15, we would be operational profit or EBITDA comfortable,” he added.

The last profit it had reported was in 2009 when it reported a profit of Rs 575 crore. Since then it has reported loss.

In FY 2014 BSNL had reported a loss of Rs 7,085 crore compared to a loss of Rs 7,884 crore in FY13 and Rs 8,851 crore in FY 2012, showing improvement over the last three fiscals.

“We plan to be profitable by FY 2018-19,” Shrivastava added.

It had reported a loss of Rs 6,384 crore in FY2011 and Rs 1,823 crore in FY10.

The company is working on multiple projects this year including National Optic Fibre Network (NOFN), NFS for defence and LWE project for the naxal hit areas.

The company is also planning to complete the phase 7 expansion of its networks by which it will add another 15 million lines to its existing network.

The adding of 15 million lines was a part of BSNL’s Phase 7 expansion plan for which the company is investing around Rs 4,804 crore.

“The project is planned to be completed by June 2015,” Shrivastava told TeleAnalysis earlier. “We have completed more than 60% of the project so far,” he had said.

The Phase 7 of BSNL was planned to upgrade the state run operator’s existing and old network by creating 15 million additional mobile capacity. The capacity addition will take care for both 2G and 3G. In Phase 7, BSNL is building 27,000 towers of which 15,000 will be for 2G and 12,000 for 3G. Presently, BSNL has around 97,000 towers. Phase 7 will help in plugging the gap of 2G, removing blind spots in mobile network and increasing data capacity by 30-40 times.

 

@@@@@@@@@
India has over 95 crore mobile connections: Telecom Minister
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A whopping 955 million mobile phone connections have been taken by India's 1.20 billion population, Lok Sabha was informed on Wednesday.

Telecom Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said this was a reflection on how much mobile phone networks have expanded in the country.

"There were 300 million Internet connections in the country till last year which was more than the United States and next to China. In the use of smartphones, India is next only to the US," the Minister said during question hour.

He said the Telecom Ministry was implementing the Technology Development for Indian Languages (TDIL) programme and its objectives included research and development of language technologies, software tools and applications for Indian languages, proliferation of language technology products and solutions.

Another objective of the programme was to develop standards for linguistic resources, tools and applications for inter-operability.

The Minister said under the TDIL programme, CDs containing software tools and fonts for 22 constitutionally- recognised Indian languages have been made available in public domain through the portal.

This has empowered the citizens to use Information and Communication Technology in their own languages. Further, various Indian language tools, technologies, linguistic resources and standards developed under the TDIL programme have been made available, like machine translation, optical character recognition, text to speech, sanskrit tools, monolingual search engines.

Prasad said a number of initiatives to develop tools like language CDs and keyboard drivers for android based mobile devices, technologies like machine translation, optical character recognition, cross lingual information, text to speech, automatic speech recogntion etc. and standards like unicode, web standards, speech standards, corpus standards and natural language processing standards have been taken.

"TDIL is an ongoing research and development programme which caters to emerging language technology needs of the masses and changing Information and Communication Technology environment," he said.
 

@@@@@@

BSNL plans to invest Rs 10 billion to upgrade its fixed line and broadband networks

Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) is planning to invest Rs 10 billion to upgrade its fixed line and broadband networks. The company is upgrading its network from three time-division multiplexing (TDM) technology to IP-based Next Generation Network (NGN) technology, which can provide both fixed line and broadband services from same telephone exchange.

The company is planning to convert 14 million telephone lines with NGN technology. This will cover more than 80 per cent urban customers and approximately 90 per cent of rural customers. BSNL is expected to roll out the NGN facility for its entire fixed line customers by December 2017.

Meanwhile, the government has reported that BSNL’s overall share in the mobile services segment has declined from 10.72 per cent as of March 31, 2012 to 8.62 per cent as of March 31, 2014. However, its wireless market share in Haryana, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh (including Telangana) circles has improved. While its market share grew from 13.5 per cent in March 2012 to 14.08 per cent in March 2014 in Andhra Pradesh circle, it grew from 13.29 per cent to 14.11 per cent in Haryana and 20.91 per cent to 21.67 per cent in Kerala, also during the same period. The government has attributed the overall decline in wireless market share due to competition in the mobile sector, aggressive marketing of services by the private telecom operators and inadequate investment in expansion and modernisation of its networks.
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